Reading Strategies
(source: “Approaches to
academic reading and
Writing”’,several reading tutorials
and my editing)
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Main points

 Strategically and selectively
* Purposefully
* Quickly

 How we read depends on what we already
know and what we want to learn.

English IT - odd 2011 - DWW - Sebelas Maret University



Purposefully

* The mostimportant question you can ask

yourselfin relation to academic reading is — why
am | reading this?

* The way you read a particular item will depend
on your purpose for reading it

 Am | looking for background information,
quotations or support for my own arguments?’

* |f the topic or material is new you may need to
spend some time developing a basic understanding
of the new subject area before you read in depth
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Step 1. Setting

* Pre-Read

* Quickly — getting a sense of the features of the text

» Skim first and last paragraph to see where it's going

* Check headings
* Fast-Read

Read entire piece quickly
Look up definitions of key terms you don’t know
Flag the structure

Don’t get bogged down
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Step 2. Understanding

* Facet Two — Understanding

* Re-read entire article VERY CAREFULLY
» Correct or add to previous flagging

 Take lots of notes

- To rephrase

- To understand author's point of view
- To diagram major moves

- To work out/create/write a summary
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Step 3. Evaluating

* Facet Three — Evaluating

e Fix any mistaken flagging or notes
* Write down anything new that you discover

* |s every conclusion well-defended
* Are there alternate conclusions
e Are there counter-examples?

* |sthere a conflict between what | believe and what
the author says?

* Are there points the author did not consider?
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Strategies

* Scanning: To find specific information to
answer a question/solve a problem. Use your
knowledge of how information is organised to
quickly find relevant content (e.g., abstract,
introduction,conclusion, summary, tables, etc.)

» Skimming: To establish usefulness or obtain an
overview (gist). Browse, survey the content, dip
into different parts of the book/chapter.
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e Reading topic sentences: Do this before in-
depth reading. Also useful when reading dense
texts or new content. Read the topic sentence
of each paragraph. This will provide an
overview of the key ideas.

* Reading for detail: Re-read the dense/main
parts of the text after you have identified the
main argument so as to extract any supporting
evidence, or to evaluate the content. Read
slowly, paying attention to detail
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Active Reading

« Active reading techniques relate to ways in which
you engage with the text. To improve your
concentration

underlining/highlighting key ideas;
varying your pace as you read;

summarising as you read (using your own words when
making notes);

annotating the text; and
stopping at strategic points to review

and consolidate what you've read (before reading
further)
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Read difficult material

Break it up into chunks if U have a lot to read

Read first for what you do understand and don’t get caught up in
the difficult parts.

Skim the material by reading the introduction and conclusion to try
to get an overview.

Even if you don’t understand every word, try to get the overall sense
of what the author is trying to say.

Look at headings and sub headings to gain some idea of the
structure of the article/chapter.

Look at the diagrams/ figures/charts to gain a better understanding
of the material.

Try to explain, using your own words, what you believe the reading
is about.
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Look up any unfamiliar words in a dictionary. Some
words have very specific meanings in a particular
discipline area so it may be useful to find a glossary of
terms or subject specific dictionary for your discipline.

Try and find a simpler text on the same subject so that
you can grasp the main concepts being discussed
before you attempt to read the more difficult text
again.

Discuss the reading with other students or with your
lecturer/tutor

Try to find supporting source
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Add Tips

Reading in academic purpose just like a vice
versa of writing in academic purpose

lts included the detail
Writing :

|dea — writing
Reading:

writing = idea
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